Kootenai Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.209-4348
“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date: August 14, 2024
Present 





Absent (Board members)
 

Laurin Scarcello – Chairman



Joel Noland – Supervisor




Linda Ely – Vice – Chairman



Kevin Hicks – Supervisor

Wes Evans – Secretary/Treasurer


Thomas Shaffer- Supervisor


Bob Flagor, Associate Supervisor
Jon Groth – Supervisor

John Mobbs – Associate Supervisor

Karla Freeman, KSSWCD 




Jenna Ditzel – ISWCC 
Corey Bonsen- NRCS
Tim King – Landowner 

The meeting was held at the NRCS Conference Room located at 7830 Meadowlark Way Suite C-1, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815.
Meeting called to order by Chairman Laurin Scarcello at 9:00 am. 
Introductions were made around the room.
Wes Evans moved, and Linda Ely seconded the motion to approve July’s 2024 meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED.

Jon Groth moved, and Linda Ely seconded the motion to approve July’s and May’s 2024 financial report.  MOTION CARRIED.
Next on the agenda was Corey Bonsen, NRCS. See handout attached. 
Next on the agenda was Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC had the following commission updates: 
Agency Report
· Commission staff are working on completing FY2024 year-end reports, developing and submitting the FY2025 budget request, and preparing the FY2024 Performance Measures report (for submission to the Division of Financial Management and the Legislature). 

· George Hitz has been promoted to the Operations Manager/Deputy Administrator position that was recently vacated by Loretta. Loretta will continue to administer WQPA, but George will take over the other roles and responsibilities of the position, working out of Blackfoot, Idaho. 

· George has 18 years + working in natural resource conservation, including 10 years as a Natural Resource Conservationist with the Commission.

· George will continue assisting the four conservation districts that he has been responsible for – Butte, Central & North Bingham, and Power- until the Commission is able to fill the vacated position.

· Bill will be on vacation until August 19th. 

319 Grant 

· Applications were submitted last month

· BAG Meeting on 10/17/24 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
· Applicants give presentations (~ 10 minutes, 5-minute Q&A)

· BAG Chair Meeting on 11/19/24 in Boise

· Applicants prepare 3-5 slides for the BAG Chair to present

· Final decision shortly after the meeting 

Upcoming To-Do’s

· Financial & Match reports are due on August 16th 

Next on the agenda is Karla Freeman, District Administrator:

Karla updated on the following projects:

No-till drill- The drill is here; we already have it rented out this week and the landowner will be picking up the drill today.  We have already been talking to additional landowners that are looking to rent the drill in October 2024. 

Boat Stations – All boat stations are open and are very busy. As of July 15, 2024, the boat stations have already inspected 23,223 and we still have another 3 ½ months to go.  We also received the 2nd payment from the grant.  

ISWCC- The district has received the annual base allocation of $14,500.00.


Karla reminded the board of the upcoming Fall 2024 division meeting to be held on Tuesday October 22, 2024.  The location has not been announced yet.


Annual Audit – Andeson Brothers are currently working on the audit.  Hopefully we will have this back in the next few months.
Next on the agenda was the approval of getting set up with accepting credit card payments.  Linda Ely moved, that we get signed up for the flat pricing package and Jon Groth seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.


Next on the agenda is to approve the 2024 Financial Match report that is due to the ISWCC by August 16, 2024. Wes Evans moved, and Linda Ely seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED.
Next on the agenda is to approve a price increase for the tree seedlings from $1.10 to $1.40 each.  Linda Ely moved, and Wes Evans seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.
Next on the agenda was to approve the 2026 tree seedling order.  Linda Ely moved, and Jon Groth seconded the motion. The one change in the order is that the district did not order any Lodgepole Pines tree seedlings since they never seem to sell very well.  MOTION CARRIED.
Next on the agenda is approving the donation to East and West Cassis’s district to help with the Soils event for the FFA and 4 H clubs.  This is an ongoing event that we always donate to.  Wes Evans moved, and Linda Ely seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.

Laurin Scarcello, Chairman invited the board to attend the next Aquifer meeting on Wednesday August 21, 2024, to learn more about the topics that Tim King will be talking about.  

Next on the agenda is Tim King, Landowner from Spirit Lake Tim has attended a local meeting in Spirt Lake concerning some issues that after reaching out to numerous local agencies, no one was aware of this going on.  Tim updated the board that there was a possible project that a developer was looking to get approved up on Spirit Lake to build some condos on Silver beach as well as a dock and boat slip for 26 spots. This developer did not realize there was so much push back and ended up withdrawing his request to move forward on this project.  Tim also informed the board of a project on Brickel Creek.  The landowner was looking at trying to start dredging the creek and do away with the sandbar that is currently there and being used by local landowners. The district is concerned with the outcome of these projects. Tim will continue to update the board on the progression of these projects.  
Next on the agenda was a short update from Jon Groth, Supervisor, concerning the Kingston Water and Sewer Plant improvements.  The Sewer district has several people with DEQ come for a walk through and to go over plans for this facility.  DEQ is very impressed with how this project is going. They are allocating an additional 4.5 million dollars to this project making this a 10-million-dollar facility.  The project site will be large enough to eventually be able to service Smelterville and Pinehurst if need be.  The goal of this project is to take the wastewater and clean it to be used as irrigation water.  The University of Idaho is also in talks with the Sewer District to have an acre or two so they can do plant research.   They plan on doing hydroseeding to include seedling for wildflowers and pollinators.  Jon also updated that there will be a tree tour at the Groth Family Tree Farm on Saturday September 14, 2024.  Lunch will be provided, and all are welcome to join.  The Groth family was nominated for the 2024 Idaho outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Award.  Congratulations to the Groth family.  This is an amazing award.
Next meeting will be on Wednesday September 11,2024, at 9:00 am.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am.

