Kootenai Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.209-4348
“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date: January 8, 2025
Present 





Absent (Board members)
 

Laurin Scarcello – Chairman



Thomas Shaffer – Associate Supervisor



Jon Groth – Vice-Chairman 



Bob Flagor – Associate Supervisor




Wes Evans – Secretary/Treasurer





Kevin Hicks - Supervisor

Joel Noland - Supervisor

Paul Mallow -Supervisor

Richard Meyer- Supervisor

Linda Ely – Associate Supervisor

John Mobbs – Associate Supervisor


Karla Freeman, KSSWCD District Administrator





Corey Bonsen- NRCS

Jenna Ditzel – ISWCC

Crystal Davidson- Ada SWCD – Outreach Coordinator
Bob Burke – Landowner

The meeting was held at the NRCS Conference Room located at 7830 Meadowlark Way Suite C-1, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815.
Meeting called to order by Chairman Laurin Scarcello at 9:00 am. 
Joel Noland moved, and Jon Groth seconded the motion to approve December’s 2024 meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED.

Linda Ely moved, and Kevin Hicks seconded the motion to approve December’s financial report. MOTION CARRIED. 
Next on the agenda was Corey Bonsen, NRCS. 
Corey updated that the new NRCS Admin person has officially started in the Coeur d’Alene office.  Zach Burkey is a former marine and previously worked for the Forest Service.  

Corey also updated that he has emailed out the link to the new Snow Survey Report for January 2025.

Next on the agenda is Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC:

ISWCC January Updates

Agency Report

· The Commission encourages Districts to remain engaged with their legislatures—advocate for WQPA money, etc…
Other Updates

· Completed acronym list (with descriptions) for reference, if anyone is interested.

· The classroom education visit at Spirit Lake Elementary school on 12/17 went really well!

· Updates to the website include Classroom Education, No-Till Rental Program, and Current Opportunities. Anything to change or add?

· Site visit planned at Blue Creek with Stan Thornton on 1/16. The existing culvert is going to wash out and the highway department is only willing to replace the culvert with a 5ft one. IDWR and IFG said it needs to be at least a 7/8 ft culvert to accommodate the flood volumes. He called the District looking for grant funding to help pay for this larger culvert. 
Upcoming Dates

· Five‐Year & Annual Plan due March 31
Next on the agenda is Karla Freeman, District Administrator:

Karla updated that the Kidd Creek monitoring project would be completed this spring.  We only have one more site visit to do with photo monitoring.  The other updates that Karla had have already been addressed in Jenna Ditzel’s updates.

Next on the agenda is Crystal Davidson, Ada SWCD Outreach Coordinator.  Crystal spoke to the board about the outreach that her district does.  Ada SWCD has programs for school outreach as well as adult seminars and workshops.  Crystal works under a cooperative agreement with the NRCS.  She spoke on the best route to take in starting to plan outreach whether at a school level or adult education.  There are several programs that they address in each category and will be willing to work with us on sharing these programs on how to get started.

 Next on the agenda was the outreach event Farm to Table that John Mobbs Associate Supervisor brought to the table.  This event is for local 5th graders from surrounding schools and will be held at the Kootenai County Fairgrounds on May 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th of 2025.  The topic to be taught will be soil heath principals and John asked the board for volunteers to help teach at each station.  This would be a great start to being involved in the school education category.  Several of the board members have volunteered to help teach at this event.
Next on the agenda was the action item to form a sub-committee for education and outreach.  Wes Evans moved, and Joel Noland seconded the motion to form this committee.  MOTION CARRIED. Anyone interested in volunteering for this committee will need to be in attendance for the first meeting that will be held on Wednesday February 12, 2025, at 7:30 am. This will be before the regular board meeting. 

Next on the agenda is the discussion of the bio-solids testing from a previous presentation from Ken Windam.  Corey Bonsen, NRCS have sent out information to the board concerning this practice.  NRCS is not paying for this practice based on research.  Wes Evans, Treasurer, spoke on the articles and how detrimental it is to use this practice on your farms.  This practice will sterilize your soil and may cause grave issues to your cattle.  This will be an ongoing topic as more testing is needed.

Laurin Scarcello, Chairman updated that the deadline for requesting funding from the Aquifer Board is March 7,2025.  

Next board meeting to be held on Wednesday February 12, 2025, at 9:00 am.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am.

